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writes the language of his country correctly enough to
be understood, and that his characters excite curiosity
and awaken sympathy, the audience are satisfied
They ask no more of fiction, and immediately return
to real life. Accuracy of style is therefore less required,
because the attentive observance of its rules is less
perceptible on the stage. As for the probability of
the plot, it is incompatible with perpetual novelty,
surprise, and rapidity of invention. It is therefore
neglected, and the public excuses the neglect. You
may be sure that if you succeed in bringing your
audience into the presence of something that affects
them, they will not care by what road you brought
them there ; and they will never reproach you for
having excited their emotions in spite of dramatic
rules.
The Americans very broadly display all the differ-
ent propensities which I have here described when
they go to the theatres ; but it  must be acknow-
ledged that as yet a very small number of them go'i
to  theatres  at  all.    Although  play-goers and plays
have prodigiously increased in the United States in
the last forty years, the population indulges in this
kind of amusement with the greatest reserve.   This
is attributable to peculiar causes, which the reader is j
already acquainted with, and of which a few words j
will suffice to remind him.   The Puritans who founded ,
the American  republics were not only enemies to
amusements, but they professed an especial abhor-
rence for the stage.   They considered it as an abomin-
able pastime ; and as long as their principles prevailed
with   undivided   sway,   scenic   performances   were
wholly unknown among them.     These opinions of
the first fathers of the colony have left very deep
marks   on  the  minds   of their   descendants.     The
extreme regularity of habits and the great strictness